	Project ID
	PJ001152

	Project Fiscal Year
	2024-2025

	College/Department/Unit
	School of Nutrition and Food Sciences

	Title of Project
	Acquisition of real-time PCR for enhancing food microbiology instruction and research

	Name of Principle Implementor
	Karuna Kharel

	Email
	kkharel@agcenter.lsu.edu

	Phone Number
	(225) 578-1398

	Is this project complete?
	Yes

	Is this account ready to be closed?
	Yes

	Amount Awarded
	$57,000.00

	Amount Spent
	$54,487.90

	Equipment
	Quantstudio 5 real-time PCR

	Purpose
	To modernize the Food Microbiology curriculum at LSU. It is crucial to train future food scientists in the cutting-edge technology to better equip for careers and to strengthen the workforce that will contribute to safer food supply in the nation. This proposal seeked funding to obtain real time PCR equipment, a well-known technology in the recent days in food microbiology research for rapid pathogen detection, quantification, and characterization, for the core course "Food microbiology".

	Benefits Demographics
	Undergraduate and graduate students in Nutrition and Food Sciences Major and Biology Major 



