	Project ID
	PJ001230

	Project Fiscal Year
	2025-2026

	College/Department/Unit
	College of Science, Dept. of Physics and Astronomy

	Title of Project
	Technology Upgrade for the Physics Teaching Laboratories

	Name of Principle Implementor
	Jeffery Blackmon

	Email
	blackmon@lsu.edu

	Phone Number
	(225) 578-7283

	Is this project complete?
	No

	Is this account ready to be closed?
	No

	Amount Awarded
	$154,741.00

	Amount Spent
	$67,234.20

	Equipment
	Dell Max Pro FCM2250 (qnty=28), Canon EOS R8 Content Creator Kit , 4 ORTEC 905-4 NaI Gamma Spectrometer systems

	Purpose
	P&A is upgrading the technology used in its teaching laboratories. The limited teaching lab space has been a longstanding issue. The department previously moved labs between several rooms during the off semesters for the labs occupying those rooms. In addition, we have struggled with the scheduling of PHYS2109 sections as the lab requires double the space it is currently in. The upcoming new ISB is the solution to those problems and in anticipation of relocating parts of our 2108/2109 physics labs to the new ISB in Spring '26, there are essential pieces of equipment that need to be purchased and installed in the designated rooms. Rooms 150, 156, 160, and 164 on the first floor of the new Interdisciplinary Science Building will be 4 physics teaching labs. Each of these rooms will feature 6 three-desk lab stations where 4-5 students will collaboratively perform physics experiments across different course sections throughout the day. To support lab electronic sensors, detectors, data processing, and report generation, a small lab computer is required at each station. In addition to the 6 stations in each of the four classrooms, one extra computer will be added to the TA podium in each room to facilitate pre-lab presentations and post-discussions. Current labs for physics and medical physics will be upgraded and moved into the rooms previously occupied for 2108/2109.

	Benefits Demographics
	About 2,000 undergraduates per year primarily from STEM fields.

	Justification (if an extension is requested)
	LSU's bid/sole-source requirements for procurements over $10k has greatly slowed the process for submitting PO's.



